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THE EDUCATION OF SERVICE AND CIVIL SERVICE CHILDREN IN THE US 
 
When we last wrote to all US based staff in September we undertook to continue to champion the 
welfare and well-being of Service and Civil Service children in the US during these unprecedented 
times. We recognise the challenges presented to all staff and dependents from the pandemic and 
while thankfully good progress on the vaccine is being made, a few more challenging months are 
ahead of us before we reach any kind of normality. Based on this it has been agreed that a range of 
further support should be provided, including funding for alternative private education in certain 
circumstances. 
 
Since September, the Armed Forces Remuneration Team at the Ministry of Defence (MOD) has 
provided numerous temporary policy additions and flexibilities to support those military families with 
children in boarding school in the UK on Continuity of Education Allowance and those who have not 
yet deployed overseas. In addition to this, at the end of November the MOD updated its Defence 
Advisory Notice (DAN18) on travel back to the UK for MOD personnel based overseas, with increased 
recognition of the importance of wellbeing. The BDSUS J1 team was closely involved in these 
developments and the associated series of Directed Letters and DANs are available on the Defence 
Gateway and through MODNet. 
 
For those parents serving in the US accompanied by their children, we announced the Private 
Tutoring Scheme as a means by which to provide additional support to complement the online and 
hybrid provision offered by the US public system. This was in addition to the service provided by 
Tutor.com. These will continue to be available into the Spring Term 2021 for those eligible. 
 
In October this year, the Directorate for Children and Young Persons (DCYP) undertook a follow up 
review of the public education offer available to children. This review took account of myriad factors, 
including the varied educational landscape within the US and the range of education solutions being 
employed by schools in response to the pandemic. It also looked closely at the results of the recent 
DCYP Parents Survey, so thank you to those who responded. While feedback on the lived experience 
of US education prior to the pandemic was generally positive, it was very evident from your responses 
that experiences since the pandemic began have varied, and in some cases had been very poor. In 
addition, DCYP has been very concerned regarding those States and school districts that have not 
returned to in-person education, which differs from the UK Government’s prioritisation of keeping 
schools open, and indeed from many other areas of the US itself. DCYP also recognises that for 
younger children in particular, extended virtual or insufficient hybrid learning poses a risk to their 
education and wellbeing. 
 



 

 

In light of this, BDSUS and DCYP have assessed that for children attending 8th Grade (US) / Year 9 
(UK) and below there is no longer a consistent delivery of suitable education under the 
definition of JSP 342. BDSUS and DCYP have therefore agreed that all accompanying children up to 
and including 8th Grade / Year 9 who have not returned to sustained full-time learning and are not due 
to return to the UK before September 2021, will be able to access alternate forms of in-person 
education at public expense, including private education. This takes effect from January 2021 (or 
sooner where practical) until completion of their tour in the US. For continuity of education purposes, 
those families due to return to the UK before September 2021 and those who select to maintain their 
children in State schools offering virtual learning, will continue to be able to access the private tutoring 
schemes already in place. BDSUS, working with DCYP, will consider the suitability of public education 
provision for children in Grade 9 / Year 10 and above on a case-by-case basis of exceptional need. 
 
Further details of how this will apply will be made available in the coming days and will be 
communicated to you by the BDSUS Diaspora Updates and via www.bdsus.info/education. 
 
Finally, although our priority has been the immediate educational needs of our children during the 
pandemic, we have not lost sight of the longer-term importance of suitable education in the US. In the 
coming weeks we will be assessing the survey responses in detail to consider any broader education 
issues identified within them. 
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