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THE EDUCATION OF SERVICE AND CIVIL SERVICE CHILDREN IN THE US 
 
The COVID-19 pandemic continues to present challenges to the education of Service and Civil 
Service children across the world.  For those families in the US with children in boarding school in the 
UK, BDSUS has been engaging with the Armed Forces Remuneration Team at the Ministry of 
Defence to provide updated advice and guidance ahead of the October and Christmas holidays.  This 
will take the form of a revised Directed Letter expected shortly. 
 
For those parents serving in the US accompanied by their children, we are acutely aware of the 
concern you have for their education and welfare in these unprecedented times.  Since April this year, 
DCYP and BDSUS have been working together to explore ways of addressing your concerns and 
offer support where needed. 
 
The educational landscape within the US differs by State, by County and by District and a range of 
education solutions are being employed by schools in response to the local rates of infection.  Whilst it 
appears school districts have more robust learning options now than seen during the latter stages of 
the last academic year, families are justifiably concerned by a continuing period of online or hybrid 
learning.  In response, working with DCYP, BDSUS has taken several measures, from the purchase of 
Tutor.com to providing guidance around developing local Learning Pods.   
 
Recognising that more could be done, we have secured agreement to provide parents of children in 
US state schooling with access to funded, expenses-based private tutoring up to a weekly limit and 
offered on a termly basis.  This can be used to support attendance at formal tutoring centres, provide 
individual one-on-one tutoring within the family home or to support a local learning pod; the decision of 
how best to use this resource will rest with you – the parents.  This additional tutoring will complement 
the online and hybrid provision offered by the US public school system and is in addition to the service 
provided by Tutor.com. While we know we cannot replace the benefits of full time in-class education, 
the schemes are designed to add value to your current school delivery.  Details of how to apply will be 
made available in the coming days and will be communicated to you by the BDSUS team and under 
the Military and UKBC Education Pages at www.bdsus.info. 
 
Looking further ahead, BDSUS and DCYP will continue to work together to understand the findings of 
the DCYP follow up review of local education offers due in early October and will respond where 
necessary to the changing educational provision. 
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